
Session 4: Why We Believe

I believe in the Bible,
the written and preserved

revelation of the Creator

2 Timothy 3 (16) All Scripture is God
and training in righteousness,
good work.

2 Peter 1 (20) Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the
prophet's own interpretation. (21)
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 119 (89) Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.
your mouth is more precious to me than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.

Matthew 5 (18) I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not
the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is
accomplished.

Matthew 24 (35) Heaven and earth will pass away, but my wor

: Why We Believe

I believe in the Bible,
the written and preserved

revelation of the Creator (Part 2)

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness, (17) so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the
(21) For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man,

spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.
your mouth is more precious to me than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.

I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not
the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

I believe in the Bible,
the written and preserved

(Part 2)

breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the
For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men

Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. (72) The law from
your mouth is more precious to me than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.

I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not
the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is

ds will never pass away.
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Best Diagnosis of Man's Problems

Romans 1 (21) For although they knew God, they neither glorified him
as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their
foolish hearts were darkened.
the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading
of their bodies with one another.
think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do
what ought not to be done. (29)
greed and depravity. They are full
(30) slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they
disobey their parents; (31) they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless.
know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue
to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

Romans 3 (10) As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one;
full of cursing and bitterness."
their ways, (17) and the way of peace they do not know."

Matthew 11 (28) "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
(29) Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. (30)

John 8 (12) When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.
will set you free."

est Diagnosis of Man's Problems & Needs

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him
as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their
foolish hearts were darkened. (24) Therefore God gave them over in
the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading
of their bodies with one another. (28) Furthermore, since they did not
think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do

(29) They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil,
greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips,

haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they
they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. (32)

know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue
to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.

As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; (14)
full of cursing and bitterness." (15) "Their feet are swift to shed blood; (16)

and the way of peace they do not know."

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you

(30) For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. (32) Then you will know the t

"It is impossible to rightly govern the world

without God and the Bible."

~ George Washington

& Needs

think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do
They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil,

of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips,
haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they

(32) Although they
know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue

(14) "Their mouths are
(16) ruin and misery mark

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you

For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." (31) "If you

Then you will know the truth, and the truth

"It is impossible to rightly govern the world

George Washington



Indestructible Message

Roman Emperors

From the time of Trajan (reigned 98

(c. 300), virtually every one of the Roman emperors was opposed to

Christianity. It is true that not all of them actively tried to suppress it, but

few of them encouraged Christianity in any way. Many of their efforts

were directed toward destroying the Bible.

ruler immediately preceding Constantine, Eusebius, the historian said,

"royal edicts were published everywhere, commanding

Scriptures destroyed by fire"

After this edict had been in force for two years, Diocletian boasted,

completely exterminated the Christian writings from the face of the earth!"

(Rimmer, Seven Wonders of the Wonderful Word, p. 15). But had he

completely

History tells us that the next ruler, Constantine, became a Christian.

He requested that copies of the Scriptures be made for all the churches.

But alas! Diocletian had completely obliterated the Word of God.

After Constantine offered a substantial reward for a copy of the Scriptures,

the Bible were brought to him!

Voltaire (François-Marie Arouet)

Voltaire, the noted French infidel, who died in 1778, made his attempt to

destroy

the Bible and Christianity would have been swept from existence into oblivion.

But Voltaire's efforts and his bold prophecy failed as miserably as did those of

his unbelieving predeces

upon whic

copies of the Bible. And afterward,

the very house in which the boasting

Voltaire had lived, was literally

with Bibles prepared by the Geneva Bible

Society. Voltaire and all his cohorts had

miserably failed.

ndestructible Message

From the time of Trajan (reigned 98-117) until Constantine

(c. 300), virtually every one of the Roman emperors was opposed to

Christianity. It is true that not all of them actively tried to suppress it, but

few of them encouraged Christianity in any way. Many of their efforts

were directed toward destroying the Bible. Of Diocletian (284-316), the

ruler immediately preceding Constantine, Eusebius, the historian said,

"royal edicts were published everywhere, commanding that the churches be leveled to the ground and the

After this edict had been in force for two years, Diocletian boasted,

completely exterminated the Christian writings from the face of the earth!"

(Rimmer, Seven Wonders of the Wonderful Word, p. 15). But had he

completely destroyed it?

History tells us that the next ruler, Constantine, became a Christian.

He requested that copies of the Scriptures be made for all the churches.

But alas! Diocletian had completely obliterated the Word of God.

After Constantine offered a substantial reward for a copy of the Scriptures, within 25 hours 50 copies of

the Bible were brought to him!

Marie Arouet)

Voltaire, the noted French infidel, who died in 1778, made his attempt to

destroy the Bible. He boldly made the prediction that within one hundred years

the Bible and Christianity would have been swept from existence into oblivion.

But Voltaire's efforts and his bold prophecy failed as miserably as did those of

his unbelieving predecessors. In fact, within 100 years, the very printing press

upon which Voltaire had printed his infidel literature, was being used to print

copies of the Bible. And afterward,

the very house in which the boasting

ltaire had lived, was literally stacked

ith Bibles prepared by the Geneva Bible

Society. Voltaire and all his cohorts had

miserably failed.
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(Rimmer, Seven Wonders of the Wonderful Word, p. 15). But had he

within 25 hours 50 copies of
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H.L. Hastings has forcibly illustrated the unique way the Bible has withstood the attacks of infidelity and

skepticism: "Infidels for eighteen hundred yea

[it] stands today as solid as a rock.

today than ever before. Infidels, with all their assaults, make about as much impression

man with a tack hammer would on the Pyramids of Egypt.

"When the French monarch proposed the persecution of the Christians in the dominion, an old statesman

and warrior said to him, 'Sire, the Church of God is an anvil that has worn out

hammers of infidels have been pecking away at this book for ages, but the hammers are worn out, and

that anvil still endures. If this book had not been the book of God, men would have destroyed it long ago.

Emperors and popes, kings and priests, princes and rulers have all tried their hand at it; they die and the

book still lives" (ref.11, pp.17-18).

Bernard Ramim adds that: "A thousand times over, the death knell of the Bible has been sounded, the

funeral procession formed, the in

corpse never stays put. No other book has been so chopped, knifed, sifted, scrutinized, and vilified.

book on philosophy or religion or psychology or belles letters of classical or

subject to such a mass attack as the Bible? With such venom and skepticism? With such thoroughness and

erudition? Upon every chapter, line and tenet?

studied by millions" (ref.14, pp.232

No claim that has been made to discredit the Bible has ever been proved to be true!

Joseph Stalin and The Soviet Union
The history of Christianity in the

secularization. Soviet policy toward religion was based on the ideology of

Marxism-Leninism, which made

Marxism-Leninism has consistently advocated the control, suppressio

elimination of religion

The state was committed to the destruction of religion,
mosques and temples, ridiculed, harassed and executed religious leaders, flooded
the schools and media with athei
atheism' as the truth that society should accept.
killed, as a result of Soviet state atheist

Religious beliefs and practices persisted among the majority of the population,
spheres but also in the scattered public spaces allowed by a state that recogni
religion and the political dangers of an unrelenting

H.L. Hastings has forcibly illustrated the unique way the Bible has withstood the attacks of infidelity and

"Infidels for eighteen hundred years have been refuting and overthrowing this book, and yet

[it] stands today as solid as a rock. Its circulation increases and it is more loved and cherished and read

today than ever before. Infidels, with all their assaults, make about as much impression

man with a tack hammer would on the Pyramids of Egypt.

"When the French monarch proposed the persecution of the Christians in the dominion, an old statesman

and warrior said to him, 'Sire, the Church of God is an anvil that has worn out many hammers.' So the

hammers of infidels have been pecking away at this book for ages, but the hammers are worn out, and

If this book had not been the book of God, men would have destroyed it long ago.

s and priests, princes and rulers have all tried their hand at it; they die and the

18).

"A thousand times over, the death knell of the Bible has been sounded, the

funeral procession formed, the inscription cut on the tombstone, and committal read.

No other book has been so chopped, knifed, sifted, scrutinized, and vilified.

book on philosophy or religion or psychology or belles letters of classical or modern times has been

subject to such a mass attack as the Bible? With such venom and skepticism? With such thoroughness and

erudition? Upon every chapter, line and tenet? The Bible is still loved by millions, read by millions, and

(ref.14, pp.232-233).

No claim that has been made to discredit the Bible has ever been proved to be true!

Joseph Stalin and The Soviet Union (1922-1952)

in the Soviet Union was not limited to repression and

secularization. Soviet policy toward religion was based on the ideology of

, which made atheism the official doctrine of the Soviet Union.

Leninism has consistently advocated the control, suppression, and the

The state was committed to the destruction of religion, and destroyed churches,
, ridiculed, harassed and executed religious leaders, flooded

the schools and media with atheistic propaganda, and generally promoted 'scientific
atheism' as the truth that society should accept. The total number of Christians

state atheist policies, has been estimated at over 20 million.

Religious beliefs and practices persisted among the majority of the population, in the domestic and private
spheres but also in the scattered public spaces allowed by a state that recognized its failure to e
religion and the political dangers of an unrelenting culture war.

H.L. Hastings has forcibly illustrated the unique way the Bible has withstood the attacks of infidelity and
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Its circulation increases and it is more loved and cherished and read

today than ever before. Infidels, with all their assaults, make about as much impression on this book as a

"When the French monarch proposed the persecution of the Christians in the dominion, an old statesman

many hammers.' So the

hammers of infidels have been pecking away at this book for ages, but the hammers are worn out, and

If this book had not been the book of God, men would have destroyed it long ago.

s and priests, princes and rulers have all tried their hand at it; they die and the

"A thousand times over, the death knell of the Bible has been sounded, the

scription cut on the tombstone, and committal read. But somehow the

No other book has been so chopped, knifed, sifted, scrutinized, and vilified. What

modern times has been

subject to such a mass attack as the Bible? With such venom and skepticism? With such thoroughness and

The Bible is still loved by millions, read by millions, and

No claim that has been made to discredit the Bible has ever been proved to be true!

the official doctrine of the Soviet Union.

, ridiculed, harassed and executed religious leaders, flooded
stic propaganda, and generally promoted 'scientific
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Mao Zedong and China
Mao, throughout his leadership of the Chinese Communist Party,

During the beginning of the People’s Republic of China, Mao Zedong and the

Communists had seized control and 10,000 missionaries were forced to leave the

country. Persecution of Christians proceeded at full throttle. Mao Zedong did

want any foreign influence on the people.

During the dark years of Mao's 'Great Leap Forward' (launched in 1958) and

'The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution' (launched in 1966), many of the Christian

leaders were killed and imprisoned for their

hard labor camps. According to an article in the Epoch Times, “The CCP (Chinese Communist Party)

has lost all composure in the frantic persecution of religion. During the Cultural Revolution, numerous

temples and mosques were torn down, and monks were paraded in humiliation through the streets. In

Tibet, 90 percent of the temples were damaged. Even today, the CCP continues religious persecution,

jailing tens of thousands of house church Christians.

Mao Zedong and China (1949-1976)

Mao, throughout his leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, persecuted Christians.

During the beginning of the People’s Republic of China, Mao Zedong and the

Communists had seized control and 10,000 missionaries were forced to leave the

country. Persecution of Christians proceeded at full throttle. Mao Zedong did not

want any foreign influence on the people.

During the dark years of Mao's 'Great Leap Forward' (launched in 1958) and

'The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution' (launched in 1966), many of the Christian

leaders were killed and imprisoned for their faith, and many others spent years in

hard labor camps. According to an article in the Epoch Times, “The CCP (Chinese Communist Party)

has lost all composure in the frantic persecution of religion. During the Cultural Revolution, numerous

sques were torn down, and monks were paraded in humiliation through the streets. In

Tibet, 90 percent of the temples were damaged. Even today, the CCP continues religious persecution,

jailing tens of thousands of house church Christians.

Matthew 24:35
Heaven and earth will pass away,

but my words will never pass away.

persecuted Christians.

Communists had seized control and 10,000 missionaries were forced to leave the

not

'The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution' (launched in 1966), many of the Christian

faith, and many others spent years in

hard labor camps. According to an article in the Epoch Times, “The CCP (Chinese Communist Party)

has lost all composure in the frantic persecution of religion. During the Cultural Revolution, numerous

sques were torn down, and monks were paraded in humiliation through the streets. In

Tibet, 90 percent of the temples were damaged. Even today, the CCP continues religious persecution,

Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will never pass away.



Biblical Consistency & Unity

Genesis 3: 21

Genesis 4: 2-4

Genesis 22: 7-8

Exodus 12: 6-7, 12-13

Leviticus 22: 21

Isaiah 53: 4-7

John 1: 29

Acts 8: 32-35

1 Peter 1: 18-19

Revelation 5: 6, 11-12

iblical Consistency & Unity

Animal slain to cover nakedness of fall man

Abel's offering accepted - necessary

Abraham, God provides the lamb

The slaying of the lamb

The lamb must be spotless - pure

The Lamb is a Person

John identifies the Lamb

Christ proclaimed as the Lamb

Christ the sacrificed, sinless Lamb

The Lamb worshipped



When you read the first 3 chapters of Genesis and the last 3 chapters of
Revelation, you find the story of the Bible coming full circle.

The issues and dilemmas raised in Genesis 1
resolved in Revelation 20

Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Revelation 21:1
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea.

Genesis 2:8
Now the LORD God had planted a
formed.

Revelation 21:2-3
(2) I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride beautifully dressed for her husband. (3) And I heard a loud voice
"Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and
God himself will be with them and be their God.

Genesis 3:8
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

Revelation 21:3
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwe
will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their
God.

The Circle

When you read the first 3 chapters of Genesis and the last 3 chapters of
Revelation, you find the story of the Bible coming full circle.

The issues and dilemmas raised in Genesis 1-3 are addressed and perfectly
resolved in Revelation 20-22.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea.

Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had

(2) I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride beautifully dressed for her husband. (3) And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
"Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and
God himself will be with them and be their God.

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he
will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their

When you read the first 3 chapters of Genesis and the last 3 chapters of
Revelation, you find the story of the Bible coming full circle.

3 are addressed and perfectly

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed

garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had

(2) I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
from the throne saying,

"Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

lling of God is with men, and he
will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their



Genesis 2:9
And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--trees that were pleasing to
the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

Revelation 22:2
down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life,
bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations.

Genesis 2:10
A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters.

Revelation 22: 1-2
(1) Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb (2) down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side
of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.
And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.

Genesis 2:12
(The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.)

Revelation 21: 18, 21
(18) The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. (21) The twelve
gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of
pure gold, like transparent glass.

Genesis 2:15
The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

Revelation 22:3
No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his
servants will serve him.

Genesis 2:16-17
(16) And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;
(17) but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it
you will surely die."

Revelation 21:4
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has passed away."



Genesis 3:1, 14-15
(1) Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He
said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" (14) So
the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the
livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days
of your life. (15) And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."

Revelation 20:1-2, 10
(1) And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in
his hand a great chain. (2) He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan,
and bound him for a thousand years. (10) And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the
lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be
tormented day and night for ever and ever.

Genesis 3:17
To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I
commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful
toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.

Revelation 22:3
No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his
servants will serve him.

Genesis 3:23-24
(23) So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which
he had been taken. (24) After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of
Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

Revelation 21:25
On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.



"In the first three chapters of Genesis, God created the heavens and the earth, but it was spoiled.

In the last three, He recreates them.

In the first three, fellowship with God was severed. In the last three, it is reestablished. In the

first three, the tree of life was removed; in the last three, it is recovered.

In the first three, the river and gold of Eden were lost; in the last three, we discover a city of gold

with a river running through it.

In the first three, death entered the human story. In the last three, death is abolished. In the first

three, the serpent showed up in the Garden; in the last three he is thrown into the lake of burning

sulfur.

In the first three chapters, a curse fell on the earth; in the last three, the curse is lifted. In the first

three, humanity was banished from paradise; in the last three, we discover our eternal home.

Any good book opens with a dilemma, a question, a hook quickly leading into a scintillating

plot with theme, structure, ups and downs, and ins and outs before finally resolving itself with a

conclusion that unravels the tangles, pulls all the strands together, and (hopefully) ends happily.

Such books do not just happen. They are created by authors of great skill and ability. When you

open the Bible you see God creating the heavens and the earth and placing human beings in

paradise to enjoy fellowship with one another and with Himself. You see the serpent and sin,

with death occurring, and mankind being driven from paradise into a sin-cursed world.

Sixty-six books later, you end the story with God recreating the heavens and the earth, again

placing human beings in paradise to enjoy fellowship with one another and with Himself. You

see the serpent, sin, and death judged, the curse lifted, and men and women, washed in the blood

of the Lamb, living abundantly and eternally.

The story comes full circle."

~ Morgan, Robert. Beyond Reasonable Doubt. Wheaton, IL. Zondervan, 1984



Life-Transforming Universal Influence

Some say, "The proof is in the pudding." In other

words, if it tastes good and fills the tummy, that is

proof that it is good. It results in satisfaction.

Are people satisfied by trusting in Jesus Christ

and what He and His disciples taught? The answer

overwhelming, "Yes", from those who really do believe

Bible is true the lives and ha

Saul of Tarsus

The story of his conversion is given in Acts chapter 9. Read it for yourself and see the

great change it made in his life. He was hunting down, arresting, and approving of ev

of Christians. After his salvation he became a powerful preacher of the faith, a wonderful

blessing to the Church. Paul (Saul) recounts his conversion before king Agrippa in Acts chapter

26. Robert Morgan (Beyond Reasonable Doubt)

destroyer of Christianity became its greatest defender? How can you explain his metamorphosis,

as he gladly endured a lifetime of shame, suffering, and the executioner's sword to spread the

faith he had once labored to ruin? The mind of Saul of Tarsus was brilliant. His training was

superb. His passion was unquenchable. His background and heritage flowed with the Jewish

blood of a hundred generations. Yet in one moment he was transformed from the greatest enemy

the early church ever faced into the greatest missionary the world has ever known. What power

could so change a life? The Gospel! The Gospel's chain of witnesses from the days of Saul of

Tarsus to our own is unbroken, and it grows stronger still."

Transforming Universal Influence

Some say, "The proof is in the pudding." In other

words, if it tastes good and fills the tummy, that is

It results in satisfaction.

Are people satisfied by trusting in Jesus Christ

and what He and His disciples taught? The answer is an

overwhelming, "Yes", from those who really do believe and follow Christ's teaching. If the

Bible is true the lives and habits and attitudes of those who believe should change

The story of his conversion is given in Acts chapter 9. Read it for yourself and see the

great change it made in his life. He was hunting down, arresting, and approving of ev

of Christians. After his salvation he became a powerful preacher of the faith, a wonderful

blessing to the Church. Paul (Saul) recounts his conversion before king Agrippa in Acts chapter

(Beyond Reasonable Doubt) asked, "How can you explain that the greatest

destroyer of Christianity became its greatest defender? How can you explain his metamorphosis,

as he gladly endured a lifetime of shame, suffering, and the executioner's sword to spread the

abored to ruin? The mind of Saul of Tarsus was brilliant. His training was

superb. His passion was unquenchable. His background and heritage flowed with the Jewish

blood of a hundred generations. Yet in one moment he was transformed from the greatest enemy

the early church ever faced into the greatest missionary the world has ever known. What power

could so change a life? The Gospel! The Gospel's chain of witnesses from the days of Saul of

Tarsus to our own is unbroken, and it grows stronger still."
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John Nicholson

There were 100's of thousands-maybe millions in each generation between Saul (Paul)
and John, but he wanted to skip to the 20th century. John was a Christian. He wanted a room in a
hotel which was full so he was asked to share a room with Samuel Hill. These men enjoyed
fellowship so much that a second time when they shared a room they started an organization
called "The Gideons." Many a man and woman have believed in Christ by reading Bibles placed
in hotel rooms by the Gideons without any person there to help! As Morgan implicated, the
power is in the Gospel (good news) of Christ.

Botembo Isako

Botembo Isako left teaching to become a soldier. "He lived an evil life, doing drugs,
committing immorality, and misusing his authority against civilians."
One day when he was assigned to lead a security team at a soccer game, he sent the others inside
and he stayed outside. There he robbed the people he was supposed to protect. He searched a 17
year old, but only found a small New Testament. He was angry and beat the teen till he broke
loose and ran away covered with blood. The teen called out, "God bless you. May the Lord
forgive you."

At home that evening, Botembo began to read it and remembering what the young man
had said, eventually he begged God for forgiveness. He left the army that day and is now a pastor
serving the Lord, and still looking for that young man. What other book would have such an
effect on a man? What book would take one who only thought of his own desires at everyone
else's expense and make him into a loving man who is now more concerned about the needs of
others? Changed him from one who laughed at religion to one who preaches Christ and Him
crucified, buried, risen and coming again?

Jim Tucker

At the tender age of 7, Jim Tucker saw his mother nearly beaten to death by a robber who
broke into their house. His mother was hospitalized for some time and Jim was put in foster care.
"From there he went to juvenile halls, reform schools, and jails." Morgan wrote. He used drugs
and alcohol and turned to a life of crime and, eventually, was put on the FBI's most wanted list.
He faced over 600 counts of crime and was sentenced to prison for 90 years. Morgan wrote that
he resolved ..."to be even tougher and meaner than ever." Wherever he was placed, he staged one
man riots, taking on 5 or 6 guards at a time; destroying cells, starting fires, attacking and
maiming other inmates. His chest was 54", his waist was 32", and he could press 400#. They
called him 'the animal.'"

The prison had to deal with him in special ways with powerful drugs, shock therapy, and
other unusual actions. He was finally put into a solitary, soundproof 5' x 8' steel-doored box with
no bed, mattress or bathroom. Only a drain was in the floor. He was there as long as 3 years,
though no one was supposed to be in there more than 29 days.

After 27 years he was released and started back into crime. Finally he went to the top of a
building to jump off and end it all, but couldn't jump. So he went into his hotel room where he
found a Bible and started to read it. Although he never cried during his 27 years of prison life, he
cried after reading about the love of God. Now he goes to prisons to preach the Gospel of Christ
that others may be freed from sin and eternal death. He tells them that, "No one wanted me...But
God!"

Morgan concluded this story with "No one is beyond the power and influence of the
gospel, and no one is hopeless in God's sight. The Lord is in the business of transforming the
heartless and giving hope to the hopeless."



Gary Fossen

Gary grew up with an outwardly happy childhood, playing Little League ball, camping,

fishing with his family. They lived in the suburbs and had everything money could buy. But under

Gary’s skin, the blood ran dark and devious. During his college years, he took a shotgun and killed

the only three people who had ever loved him: his parents and sister.

He was arrested, convicted, and sent to prison. He felt no remorse and described himself as

an animal. One day a clergyman came to his prison and started talking about Jesus Christ. Gary

cursed him and told him that if he got any closer to the bars that separated them, he would kill him.

To his surprise, the preacher kept returning. But Gary only cursed him at every opportunity. One day

the minister gave Gary a small Gideon New Testament. Gary took the book, spat on it, threw it on

the floor, and kicked it across the room and under his bunk. Sometime later, Gary Fossen grew

unbelievably lonely and decided to kill himself. A former paramedic in a nearby cell told him how to

cut himself with razor blades so that he would bleed freely and die quickly. They smuggled in a

razor, and Gary waited for the lights to go out. He thought about writing a suicide note, but he

realized no one would be interested. He had no one to mourn his death.

Then he remembered the little book under his bunk. He thought perhaps he should at least

read a verse of Scripture before killing himself. He turned to Romans and started reading chapter 6.

He went on to Romans 7 and 8. He said, “I had never read the Bible before and the words started

burning inside of me.” He knelt by his bunk and began trying to pray. He asked God to show him

how to be sorry because he still had no remorse. “That night, I saw a slow-motion movie of my life,”

he later said. “I saw every wicked thing I had ever done and I began to write them all down. The list

went on for page and page and I wept over each one. I had not cried at all after the murders, but here

I was in my cell crying.”

That night forever changed Gary Fossen. “I was still in prison, but it didn’t matter. That was

the end of the pain and loneliness. I would never be alone again. I am still in prison, but I thank God

for His Word that is so powerful that it cut into the deep calluses of my heart and seared through all

the layers of hate.”

Now, ask yourself—can Shakespeare have such an effect? Can Homer or Milton? Or, for that

matter, can the writings of Darwin? No. Charles Darwin once wrote a letter to a Christian minister

named J. W. Fegan who had conducted a preaching crusade in a village in England. As a result of

Fegan’s campaign, the alcoholics were converted and the bars closed down. Darwin wrote to Fegan

saying, “We (the evolutionists) have never been able to reclaim a drunkard, but through your services

I do not know that there is a drunkard left in the village.”

Jacoby Koshy

Jacob Koshy was determined to have lots of money in life and ended up dealing in drugs
and gambling and eventually international smuggling. He was arrested and placed in a
government drug rehab prison in Singapore. Knowing that all his goals and desires were stopped,
he became extremely frustrated. A no smoking rule caused him to smuggle tobacco into prison
and he rolled it up in pages from a Gideon Bible. While smoking one such cigarette he fell asleep
and it went out and he read the charred paper that remained. He read, "Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute Me?" He asked for another Bible to read the story of Saul and realized that God could
change him, too! He trusted Christ and wept about his sinful life. He told other prisoners what
God had done for him, and upon his release he got involved in a church. He married and became
a Far East missionary preaching about what Christ can do for us. Morgan concluded the story
with, "What other book possesses such power?"



Robert Morgan ends with this summary, "These stories are but representatives of millions
upon millions, many of whom have freely laid down their lives for Christ and His
kingdom.... Other religions and philosophies may modify behavior, but only Christianity
transforms a person's character from the inside out. Only Christianity makes old sinners
into new creatures by renewing their minds (Rom. 12:2). Only Christianity offers a never-
ending parade of witnesses, millions upon millions, from every tongue and tribe, spanning
every era since the cross, covering every age and race, who gladly say, 'Come and see!
Come and meet the Master. Come and let me tell you how He changed my life.'

I should know. I am one among the untold millions whose lives have been touched
by the Master's hand. I hope you, too, are among those who have learned that, yes...
...it works."

I, too, am one of those who invite you to come and find the peace and enriched life
that trusting in Christ can bring. Won't you join with us, that great number, too big to be
counted, and enjoy the wonder of the Christian life, a life that is eternal? It never ends!
Praise God!

~ Beyond Reasonable Doubt



Extensive Prophetic Accuracy

Only the Lord can predict the future.

Isaiah 41 (22) "Bring in [your idols] to tell us what is going to
happen. Tell us what the former things were, so that we may
consider them and know their final outcome. Or declare to
the things to come, (23) tell us what the future holds, so we may
know that you are gods. Do something, whether good or bad, so that we will be dismayed and
filled with fear.

Isaiah 42 (8) "I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to
to idols. (9) See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring
into being I announce them to you."

Concerning Israel

Their future scattering predicted nearly 900 years in advance.

Deuteronomy 30 (3) then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion
on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you.
been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the LORD your God w
gather you and bring you back.
and you will take possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your
fathers.

Many days without a king or sacrifices

Hosea 3 (4) For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or
sacred stones, without ephod or idol.

Fulfilled 70A.D. to the present

Re-gathering as a Nation in the Last Days

Ezekiel 37 (21) and say to them, 'This is what the Sovere
Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring
them back into their own land.
Israel. There will be one king
divided into two kingdoms. (27)
they will be my people. (28) Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when
my sanctuary is among them forever.'"

xtensive Prophetic Accuracy

Only the Lord can predict the future.

"Bring in [your idols] to tell us what is going to
happen. Tell us what the former things were, so that we may
consider them and know their final outcome. Or declare to us

tell us what the future holds, so we may
know that you are gods. Do something, whether good or bad, so that we will be dismayed and

"I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to
See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring

into being I announce them to you."

Their future scattering predicted nearly 900 years in advance.

then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion
on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you. (4)
been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the LORD your God w
gather you and bring you back. (5) He will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers,
and you will take possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your

Many days without a king or sacrifices

For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or
sacred stones, without ephod or idol.

Fulfilled 70A.D. to the present

gathering as a Nation in the Last Days

and say to them, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the
Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring
them back into their own land. (22) I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of
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Partly fulfilled in 1948, Rebirth as a Nation

"The return of Israel is unique in world history. Never before has an ancient people after 2,000

years of exile, on nonexistence, of being dispersed and intermingled among all the nations of the

earth, returned to their ancient homeland and reestablished their nation with their ancient

language and currency." ~ Robert J. Morgan in Beyond Reasonable Doubt

"No other phenomenon in history is quite so extraordinary as the unique event represented by the
Restoration of Israel...At no other time in world history has a people been destroyed, and then
come back after a lapse of time and reestablished itself. It is utterly out of the question to seek a
parallel for the recurrence of Israel's restoration after 2,500 years of further history."

~ Dr. William F. Albright
(professor of Semitic languages at Johns Hopkins University



Messianic Prophecies Fulfilled CHART

Old Testament Messianic Prophecies Literally Fulfilled by Jesus of Nazareth

Prophecies Concerning His Birth Prophecy Fulfillment

Born of the Seed of Woman Gen. 3:15 Gal. 4:4

Born of a Virgin Isa. 7:14 Mat 1:18, 1:24-25

Son of God Psa 2:7 Mat 3:17

Seed of Abraham Gen. 22:18 Mat 1:1

Son of Isaac Gen. 21:12 Luk 3:23, 3:34

Son of Jacob Neh. 24:17 Luk 3:23, 3:34

Tribe of Judah Gen. 49:10 Luk 3:23, 3:33

Family Line of Jesse Isa. 11:1 Luk 3:23, 3:32

House of David Jer 23:5 Luk 3:23, 3:31

Born at Bethlehem Mic 5:2 Mat 2:1

Presented with Gifts Psa 72:10 Mat 2:1, 2:11

Herod Kills Children Jer 31:15 Mat 2:16



Prophecies Concerning His Nature Prophecy Fulfillment

His Pre-Existence Mic 5:2 Col. 1:17; Joh 17:5

He Shall Be Called Lord Psa 110:1 Mat 22:43-45

Shall Be Immanuel Isa 7:14 Mat 1:23

Shall Be a Prophet Deu 18:18 Mat 21:11

Priest Psa 110:4 Heb 3:1

Judge Isa 33:22 Joh 5:30

King Psa 2:6 Mat 27:37

Special Anointing of Holy Spirit Isa 11:2 Mat 3:16-17

His Zeal for God Psa 69:9 Joh 2:15-16



Prophecies Concerning His Ministry Prophecy Fulfillment

Preceded by a Messenger Isa 40:3 Mat 3:1-2

Ministry Began in Galilee Isa 9:1 Mat 4:12, 4:13, 4:17

Ministry of Miracles Isa 35:5-6 Mat 9:35

Teacher of Parables Psa 78:2 Mat 13:34

He Was to Enter the Temple Mal. 3:1 Mat 21:12

He Was to Enter Jerusalem on a Donkey Zec 9:9 Luk 19:35-37

Stone of Stumbling to Jews Psa 118:22 1Pe 2:7

Light to Gentiles Isa 60:3 Act 13:47-48

Prophecies Concerning Events After His Burial Prophecy Fulfillment

Resurrection Psa 16:10 Act 2:31

Ascension Psa 68:18 Act 1:9

Session Psa 110:1 Heb 1:3



Prophecies Fulfilled in One Day Prophecy Fulfillment

Betrayed by a Friend Psa 41:9 Mat 10:4

Sold For 30 Pieces of Silver Zec 11:12 Mat 26:15

Money to Be Thrown into God’s House Zec 11:13 Mat 27:5

Price Given for Potter’s Field Zec 11:13 Mat 27:7

Forsaken by His Disciples Zec 13:7 Mar 14:50

Accused By False Witnesses Psa 35:11 Mat 26:59-60

Silent Before Accusers Isa 53:7 Mat 27:12

Wounded and Bruised Isa 53:5 Mat 27:26

Smitten and Spit Upon Isa 50:6 Mat 26:67

Mocked Psa 22:7-8 Mat 27:29

Fell Under the Cross Psa 109:24-25 Joh 19:17

Hands and Feet Pierced Psa 22:16 Luk 23:33

Crucified with Thieves Isa 53:12 Mat 27:38



Crucified with Thieves Isa 53:12 Mat 27:38

Made Intercession for His Persecutors Isa 53:12 Luk 23:34

Rejected By His Own Countrymen Isa 53:3 Joh 7:5, 7:48

Hated Without a Cause Psa 69:4 Joh 15:25

Friends Stood Afar Off Psa 38:11 Luk 23:49

People Shook Their Heads Psa 109:25 Mat 27:39

Stared Upon Psa 22:17 Luk 23:35

Garments Parted and Lots Cast Psa 22:18 Joh 19:23-24

To Suffer Thirst Psa 69:21 Joh 19:28

Gall and Vinegar Offered to Him Psa 69:21 Mat 27:34

His Forsaken Cry Psa 22:1 Mat 27:46

Committed Himself to God Psa 31:5 Luk 23:46

Bones Not Broken Psa 34:20 Joh 19:33

Heartbroken Psa 22:14 Joh 19:34

His Side Pierced Zec 12:10 Joh 19:34

Darkness Over the Land Amo 8:9 Mat 27:45

Buried in a Rich Man’s Tomb Isa 53:9 Mat 27:57-60

Prophecies Fulfilled in One Day (cont'd)



Messianic Prophecies Fulfilled

Dr. Peter Stoner, author of Science Speaks

that if the chance of one thing happening is "1 in M", and the chance of another independent

thing happening is "1 in N", then the chance that they shall both happen is "1 in M x N", as it

pertains to fulfillment of Biblical prophecies.

Dr. Stoner looks at the probability that one man, Jesus Christ, could have fulfilled even

300 prophecies that pertain t

probability of one man fulfilling all eight prophecies, the principal of probability is applied.

Therefore, multiplying all eight probabilities together (1 times 2.8 x 10

105 x 103 x 104) gives us 2.8 x 10

10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000

the Old Testament and the fulfillment by Christ in the New Testament, the prophecies

either given to the prophets by God, or the prophets just wrote them down as they thought they

should be. With Christ fulfilling all eight prophecies, what are the odds the prophets were just

guessing?

To illustrate how large the number 10 to the 17th

this illustration… Imagine covering the entire state of Texas with silver dollars to a level of two

feet deep. The total number of silver dollars needed to cover the whole state would be 10 to the

17th power. Now, choose just one of those silver dollars, mark it and drop it from an airplane.

Thoroughly stir all the silver dollars all over the state. When this has been done, blindfold one

man. Tell him he can travel wherever he wishes in the state of Texas. Tell

along the way, he must stop and reach down into the two feet of silver dollars and try to pull up

the one specific silver dollar that has been marked. What do you think his chances are

chance of his finding that one silver do

had of eight of their prophecies being fulfilled in any one man in the future.

Messianic Prophecies Fulfilled

Science Speaks, applied the principle of probablity, which states

that if the chance of one thing happening is "1 in M", and the chance of another independent

is "1 in N", then the chance that they shall both happen is "1 in M x N", as it

pertains to fulfillment of Biblical prophecies.

Dr. Stoner looks at the probability that one man, Jesus Christ, could have fulfilled even

300 prophecies that pertain to Him in the Bible. To answer the question what is the

probability of one man fulfilling all eight prophecies, the principal of probability is applied.

Therefore, multiplying all eight probabilities together (1 times 2.8 x 105 x 10

) gives us 2.8 x 1028, or for simplicity sake 1 x 1028 or 1 in

10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. Given this and the time span between the writings of

the Old Testament and the fulfillment by Christ in the New Testament, the prophecies

either given to the prophets by God, or the prophets just wrote them down as they thought they

should be. With Christ fulfilling all eight prophecies, what are the odds the prophets were just

To illustrate how large the number 10 to the 17th power is (a figure with 17 zeros) Stoner gave

this illustration… Imagine covering the entire state of Texas with silver dollars to a level of two

feet deep. The total number of silver dollars needed to cover the whole state would be 10 to the

Now, choose just one of those silver dollars, mark it and drop it from an airplane.

Thoroughly stir all the silver dollars all over the state. When this has been done, blindfold one

man. Tell him he can travel wherever he wishes in the state of Texas. Tell him that somewhere

along the way, he must stop and reach down into the two feet of silver dollars and try to pull up

the one specific silver dollar that has been marked. What do you think his chances are

chance of his finding that one silver dollar in the state of Texas is the same chance the prophets

had of eight of their prophecies being fulfilled in any one man in the future.

Messianic Prophecies Fulfilled
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the one specific silver dollar that has been marked. What do you think his chances are? Well, the

llar in the state of Texas is the same chance the prophets

had of eight of their prophecies being fulfilled in any one man in the future.


